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This Act comes into force on 1 February 2002. 

From that date radical changes will take place to 
the rules which govern property sharing on 
termination of any relationship, whether it is a 
marriage, de facto or same sex relationship. 

A major change is the application of this Act on 
death. 

What should you do? 

If you have a current agreement (under section 
21 of the Matrimonial Property Act) or you are 
currently in a de facto or same sex relationship 
where you want to take steps to safeguard your 
assets, contact Kevin, Russell, John or Yvonne 
and discuss the matter with us. 

A COUPLE OF TIPS FOR SUCCESS 
� Work at something you enjoy and 

that is worthy of your time and 
talent. 

� Marry the right person.  This one 
decision will determine 90% of 
your happiness or misery. 

� Give people more than they 
expect and do it cheerfully. 

� Don’t do anything that wouldn’t 
make your Mum proud.
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More and more people have private medical insurance.  However, many are under the 
misapprehension that their “comprehensive” medical insurance policy covers all hospital and 
surgical costs.  Many of the polices we come across operate what is known as ‘dollar swapping’, 
whereby 75% or 80% of your doctor’s and chemist’s costs are reimbursed by the insurer.  However, 
they do not actually cover 75% or 80% of the costs of surgery. 

Read the fine print on your policy to see if it covers hospital costs up to pre-defined limits or 100% 
of the actual costs incurred. 

If you and your family regularly visit the doctor and chemist, you may wish to consider using a 
comprehensive-type policy, which reimburses a percentage of these costs.  If you generally have 
little need to see the doctor and/or chemist, you are probably better off with comprehensive hospital 
and surgical cover only, incurring the doctor/chemist expenses yourself. 
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