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I Oregon University System i Guovernment House, New Zealand i
! |
:Duur Mr Gould, | | The Principal I
! i ! e o and The studs i I Taumarunui High School 1
11 am writing to congratulate you, and the students ofj i ! ; I
{Taumarunui High School, for the finest dance perfor-| I Taumarunui |
jmance | have ever seen. | 1 i
1 1 { Dear Principal I
IThis month, on my tenth visit to the Cook Islands, I was] i i
Ifortunate enough 1o see both the matinee and Thursday! I My wife and [ have jost returned from an official visit to |

Inight performances. They were EXTRADRDINARY;.I
IThat 30 or 40 young people could fill a 1800 seat audi-

torium with so much music was truly amazing and the

energy and quality of the dance performance certainly,
jrivalled anything in the inter-island competition, 1am

jcertain the winning team, Nikao, were glad that your)
|dancers were not in the competition. 1
I 1
IAs a professor of Education travelling with teacherl
Itrainees in New Zealand, | have had the opportunity tol
Ivisit a number of marae in Christchurch, Wellington, !
IRotorua and Auckland and have seen many fine dancel
performances. None have ever come close to the power,
and perfection exhibited by the students of Taumarunuiy
I}Iigtl School. 1

;Please convey my congratulations and my thanks for a=
|truly wonderful evening, to the students and staff who|
jmade this incredible experience possible. 1
1Sincerely.

iAndrew N Duncan,

| the Cook Islands to share in their Constitution Day celebra- |
| tions: ; 1
Aspart of these, we attended a cultural festival and were I

I delighted to find that the finale was provided by students of I
Tasmarunui High. The next day the stodents performed :

agin, I
| {would like you to know that their performances were of a
| very high standard and were greatly appreciated by the audi-
| ences. As New Zealanders we were very proud of the contri- |
| bution they made, which was quite different from, but total- |
I ly complementary with, the Cook Islanders’ own song and |
| dance. Your students were fine ambassadors for our country |
I and 1 am sure they would have enjoyed the whale experience |
| of anothier, though related, culture. 1 know that their hosts |
enjoyed having them.

Please pass on to them my warm congratulations

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely

Michael Hardie Boys
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